
Tips and Tricks, February 2023

 

3 cheers for TULIPS! 

Turns out February can be a month for gorgeous tulips! There are some local farms that are forcing 
tulips indoors for an early taste of tulip wonder! AND love is in the air with Valentine’s Day around the 
corner. I love to deviate from expected roses and focus on tulips, especially the 
double tulips and MOST especially the ruffled Parrot tulips. Here are a few tips to help brighten 
the sometimes-dreary month of February!   

1- While there are truly spectacular varieties of tulips, garden variety tulips are gorgeous, too. Purchase 
them when they are closed, condition overnight by keeping them wrapped to help them 
remain upright, and be sure to remove foliage that extends below the water line. Keep them on the 
shorter side when starting your design since they can grow up to 6” once vased. If you take loving 
care of your cut tulips by cutting the ends and replenishing water every couple of days, I have 
found they can last up to two weeks.   

2- If you’re working with standard tulips, try pairing them with showstoppers like orchids!  

3- Try your hand at grouping and color blocking same-variety blooms... delight in how your tulip 
grouping changes the whole feel of the design as the tulips grow! (See my orange and white design) 

4- One of the most terrific qualities of tulips is their ability to continue growing once vased. I love to 
watch my designs take on new personalities as the tulips start to dramatically droop. With their growing 
and drooping in mind, experiment with placing your tulips in your design such that they will ultimately 
droop in preferred places, such as a design’s perimeter. So elegant! (See my pink and white design.)   

5- Try another winning combination with another magical flower I love to source this time of year, the 
anemone! The pairing of a delicate anemone with a majestic Parrot Tulip is something to behold! 
(See my purple tulip and white anemone design)   

  

Happy designing!  

Ann Michele Pingoud 


