
TIPS & TRICKS 

     

May, 2023  Lilacs and Peonies 

Happy gorgeous May! Possibly my favorite flower month since lilacs and peonies arrive in all of their 
glory! I hope some of my tips below inspire you to beeline to your gardens, snip away and 
start designing with reckless abandon.  

1-Keep it simple!  Both lilacs and peonies are such showstopper blooms that they stand with 
magnificence on their own. Grab a mass of each, find a special vessel, and behold the simple 
(and overwhelming) beauty! A recipe for happiness.   

2-For real over-the-top splendor, try your hand at an arrangement of lilacs AND 
peonies.  See my design with peonies, lilacs, roses and tulips.  

3-Have fun playing with color and floral variety. See my attached designs: 1) with 
snapdragons, peony tulips and hellebores and 2) with white and pink peonies coupled with 
blue hydrangea, roses and snapdragons.   

4-Stick with monochromatic but different floral varieties; I just designed a pink centerpiece 
for a dinner party comprised of peonies, spray roses, carnations (filling in with carnations 
helps keep the cost down, too!) and boxwood. 

5-Find inspiration in a piece of art in your home, and try to replicate its color palette; see my 
design inspired by an antique Chinese vase.   

Happy designing!  

Ann Michele Pingoud  

 


